Values Table
Identifying the Foundation of Any Argument
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A ranking of values directly, though often subconsciously, determines decision making. The things
that are important and seen as most valuable will be the things that one works hardest to achieve
as well as protect.

Dilemmas occur when a conflict arises between two or more of these values. Dilemmas may not
always be a choice between two opposite values but often between two equal seeming outcomes.
The dilemma results because of the difficulty in choosing one course and its likely outcome over
another course and its likely outcome.

Use this table to identify and explain the motivations and actions of characters and groups in the
literature you encounter. Think about explaining how two or more elements mix well together or in
combination can be volatile.




